Claus Model


Claus Model

The Claus Model: 

· Is based on empiric data from the Cancer and Steroid Hormone Study

· Consists of a series of tables that provide risk estimates for women with a positive family history of breast cancer

· Estimates a woman’s risk of breast cancer based on her current age, the number of first- and second-degree relatives with breast cancer (up to two); and their age at onset.  

Benefit of the Claus Model:

The Claus Model includes:

· Paternal family history 

· Age at diagnosis of relatives  

Limitations of the Claus Model

The Claus Model:

· Is not suitable for use with women who have three or more relatives with breast cancer

· Does not take into account other risk factors

· May underestimate the risk for women with environmental factors, behaviors or a reproductive history that increases their risk.  
Claus Tables 

Identify the individuals in the family who have breast cancer based on their relationship to your patient and click on the appropriate table title.  Remember these tables are only accurate if a woman has one or two first- or second-degree relatives with breast cancer.
· One First-Degree Relative

· One Second-Degree Relative

· Two First-Degree Relatives

· Mother and Maternal Aunt

· Mother and Paternal Aunt

· One Maternal and One Paternal Second-Degree Relative

· Two Second-Degree Relatives (Both Maternal or Both Paternal)
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