Benefits and Risks of Tamoxifen for Caucasian Women Ages 70 to 79


	Type of event
	Expected No. of cases among 10,000 untreated women within 5 years
	Expected effect in 5 years among 10,000 women who were treated with tamoxifen 

	
	
	Potential benefits

	Invasive breast cancer
	_______
	_____ cases may be prevented

	In situ breast cancer
	_______
	_____ cases may be prevented

	Hip fractures
	339
	151 cases may be prevented

	Colles’ fracture of wrist
	64
	25 cases may be prevented

	Fractures of the spine
	353
	90 cases may be prevented

	
	
	Potential risks

	Endometrial cancer
	75
	223 more cases may be caused

	Stroke
	342
	196 more cases may be caused

	Pulmonary emboli
	89
	177 more cases may be caused

	Deep vein thrombosis
	74
	44 more cases may be caused

	Cataracts
	3629
	384 more cases may be caused


Other side effects of tamoxifen include hot flashes and vaginal discharge.

